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When I Die

When I die, remember,

Don’t lower your flag to half-mast.
Bury my corpse if you can find it,
But don’t grieve if you can’t, my dear.

I know, no one will call

My death a great loss.

Am I not a useless stranger?

Am I not a l]ament in mourning
The kind who disappears silently?

When I die, remember to

Tell the world: he died with a smile.
Then when everyone believes you,
Tell them: the smile was fake!

December 1987, Beijing

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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The River

Above the cool and peaceful water
I saw yellow and a momentary hot breeze
Heaviness pressed down on my shoulders

The silence came from yesterday
The heaviness the same .as the water

Oh, God
How can one bear it?
Even while standing on such a lush riverbank

The heart is completely empty?!

October 1991, Beijing

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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Here

Here panels are erected,

Bright red curtains covering too much.
Concealed illuminations jolt you,

As the night peeks out from behind the curtains.

People are stacked on top of one another,
Streams flowing over them.

Blue sky nailed to the panels,

Milk dripping from frozen girls’ breasts.

The flower in the vase, watering the glass,
Will no longer be hot.

A purple whistling sound pecks at the ice,
Layering under the vase.

A cot doesn’t snore,

Its bedroll bricks, its quilt a man.
A hidden light rustling the curtain,
Gasping now and then.

Old coins jangle,

Scream as the lights turn off.
Lifelessness bites the lonely buildings,
Filling the city until it is quite full.

October 1991, Beijing

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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A Night Sama’

Sixteen writhing white lines,

Each looks different from the next.
Glimmering gracefully in the howling wind,
Unlit under the moonlight.

They sank into a pitch black recess,

Continuing their ceaseless writhing spin.

Now I count fifteen of them, one has been lost,

Their wails wouldn’t let me sleep, wouldn’t let me sleep.

October 1991, Beijing

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip

!Sama is a type of rhythmic dance punctuated by unified shouting while dancing in
a circular pattern. Its roots are in pre-Islamic Zoroastrian fire dances, but over the
centuries it became an element of Sufi ritual practice. In recent years it has become
an integral part of Uyghur festival celebrations.
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The Mirror

Bright white fragments of a mirror
Stand out distinctly on our clothes
As clear and soft as memories of the future

This mirror is
A reflection of our frozen body

After its shattering

So
We ourselves are these remains

Somewhere between our body and spirit
There is a mirror
Vanishing like a breath as a hand reaches out for it

March 1992, Beijing

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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The Moment

The trace of the sun on the wall
I sank into a familiar corner
Who is the one that will strip me
Shivering

Straining

Caressing my face now

Loathing filled the house
Pressing in

Filling my ears

Cold lines appear on my skin

A daze is staring beside me

The roof is shaking

Whistling outside

Smacking the past and the future
Into each other

May 1992, Beijing

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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Twelve Noon

A stretched-out steel cable
A slice of sky

A lost drop of rain

This is a huge city

Ideas sometimes there, sometimes not
Rising blood pressure
Unrelenting fever

A powerless poplar

A red bird of the Judgement
A piece of frozen cloud
Tightly bound to each other

The space of silence

The time of the doomed
Before everything melts at
Twelve noon

June 1992, Beijing

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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Going to Work

The dream at dawn faded

Resolved into a house without strangers
Gray time, deceitful sky

There is no

Mihrap,! elegy, sermon

Like kids who followed

With brittle voices

There is no place to hide
Except for your body
Everything else is
Thrown after desire

August 1992, Kashgar

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip

' An arch-shaped recess at the front of a mosque.
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Poet
In the throes of winter

Today I am going to a circumcision celebration
To get in the mood

And search for a dramatic change in my life
But, my plan will fail again:

1 will lose my train of thought

Today is an unlucky day

- Don’t bother

Don’t try to look for some dramatic change
You know

Nobody can help us

You grumble to yourself:

Poet, give up, quit

Not to dishearten you

I use a brand new form of withdrawing
Which fills your wild heart

We need a person

We need a great person
This point

Is clear to both of us

November 1992, Beijing

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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Creation

You created a feeble season

An initial stream flowing through your eyeball
You carve the patterns of dreams

On top of the churning water

My steps march into you

So, without any obstruction you imagine
You had drowned in the water

Days bring a passing depression

You are the beginning of time

You are the end of time

In that mysterious nightmare

You forced me to drink a soul

February 1993, Beijing

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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April

Sometimes

My heart is overturned

I can’t stand my own anguish
Staring at the wet sun

I can’t stop laughing at the absurdity

Everything will be doomed in the end
A chair ill-suited for kissing

A misspoken word

An unseized opportunity

The days left me

Gutted

April—

You are an abstract period
The watchman of every soul
Life erased like a joke

April 1993, Beijing

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip

23



Sl
é]l.;__pd gJ.L.L:_

o3 (e (i ol Jojuind
bt (ghanndd JA3 839 333 (ydo

pils 2S5 i pken s Fitpus
lasls 3

lasls 350 Joo
4803551 GG G ot ool
Sty (SBG OY ks 6

%‘gb&_w%

24

T

"v 1 TP



Spring

Broken glass

Bright red blood crawling down the window
I wrapped curtains around my body
Wanting to pick up the shards of glass

Then

Just then

a concealed breath smacked me in the face
The blood murmured as it washed down

May 1993, Beijing

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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Dawn

Suddenly

Like ice the morning runs into me
It’s not a beginning

It’s only an experiment

The dirty sludge dumped out

On every forlorn person

I never understood it

But felt its weariness in my hands and feet
The awkwardness of not knowing
Brought me to a lethargic standstill

I couldn’t recall my dreams

Nor did I greet anyone

The ruthlessness of it preoccupied me

In order to stop from falling over

I slowly leaned against a dirty wall
April 1993, Beijing

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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Her

She walks along. She stops for a moment.
Like a small burning tree.

I am busy, I am tired and worn out.

The tree’s shade sinks into my body’s aged places,
and

opens into a flower.

It’s the end of the month now.

I’m hungry. I eat an apple while writing a poem.
I can see

phonetic symbols raised ever so slightly.

1 peel off the darkness

and am at peace.

But

in my thoughts she is right before me, walking along.

May 1993, Beijing

Translated by Joshua L. Freeman
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Some Things

Yesterday you were really drunk.

The splintering sounds of the blades of ice
Exposed their patchy voices

Painfully under your head.

You lay in bed peacefully,

But some things really just exist:

Men make liquor,

And when you ignite spilled liquor,

In the blue flame

A herd of horses will escape to the mountains.

- May 1993, Beijing

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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Butterfly

Staying home, I thought of another world,
Vacillating between emotion and inconsequence
My interests are like a teenage girl.

In front of the restroom,

A butterfly fascinated me.

Focusing on it for a while,

I thought of another world.

Where, my life floated

A reflection of an ancient story

Like a beautiful, unaffected butterfly.

I was pondering

A word to describe myself:

Which doesn’t imply cause and effect,
Which doesn’t express love and hate,
Which doesn’t describe Heaven and Hell.
When I remembered

My worn, pathetic form.

May 1993, Beijing

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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The Rain

Rain at midnight -

I get up and wash my hands

The wind is taking a bath. But nakedly I
Wait for it to give birth

Your hands connect the raindrops

To create a three-hour rain shower

I miss you

I would like to lightly slap your face
But, I still stick my head out the window:
Hair and water, face and eyes

Wind and rain, you and me

May 1993, Beijing

" Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellp
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The Evening
In the evening
We rushed in from every direction

And were locked up firmly in the buildings

We

Are exiles if we leave home

A wounded animal if we go in
We lie there licking our wounds

June 1993, Uriimchi

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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Ocean

A dim pile of stones — my thoughts.

The sweaty air — my surroundings.

Sad silhouette of a rotting snail shell.

High tide at four o’clock.

Just then my heart smells of fish!

On this side of the fog-piercing horizon

a crowd of people, hearts filled with pain and deceit,
diminish with the light.

When in the distance,

a wisp of cloud, with beauty like yours,

a puny bastard who cut his foot on a rock,

a red-skirted girl sitting with legs wide open.
Stare at the slanting sun

you can’t even see the beach.

Hey Ocean, you’re not mine,

but do you too fear loneliness?

July 1993, Beidaihe

Translated by Joshua L. Freeman
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Eve of Qurban Eid, '93

I have a field that God gave me

and on the eve of every Eid

I observe the futureless growing of the weeds,

The worthless little lives of the sparrows,

my own gradually lengthening shadow.

The next day, ,

I sense that the hair on my body has doubled.

The iron ring that doesn't suit my finger

and the tedious song passed down from ancient times fuse
in my palm.

And just like that I will grow up,

I will become ever crueler and more apathetic.

Sometimes,

I'll see a bunch of kids walking along cracking sunflower seeds,

and I might think of the fig tree's milk-colored nectar

or the new clothes I am to wear tomorrow.

Perhaps I'll say to you:

— My mother is not an infidel.

June 1993, Kashgar

Translated by Joshua L. Freeman

41




PG Ik a8 eSS

terlellcty (Sl 238 (53595 e Li3s
Sado (ploly dodo) 48 jun S up (SSse
0ot p1j5 Elipe

Gl ELisly dlx o

0k 305 Joo l)S.z.g = éJc_-

Coladisy Leanas B, dlisbay,
sacadt dals S

odcus§ yi CLs..JL_g ELo WSl B 13595 (5055
Sl Galiie

LoldU Lol SSliseds (e o SSallalj

: Sloj3S Lodi 38 Bl s

s <538 Ll Ees polifad puy s

GGG Fijiad cde dia

dS Bt Mo3dss wxidopur Glagh Aulals
Elox ¢ potiow Lo - 1993

42



The Border

It's hard to pry the two of us apart

and I don't dare use force

for we could both get bruised

The way I see it

Beijing is the product of stone

The border lies just there

atop the stone wall

that closes off the backyard of the temple
Like the naked nerves of the Central Asians
impeccably serene

But the moment I mention serenity, I recall
the structural beauty of a nerve

the Pharaoh's midget servants

your odd pronunciation and all kinds

of other extremely cute ideas

September 1994, Beijing

Translated by Joshua L. Freeman
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Phone Call
A phone call makes the heart tremble

The obnoxious wind

swoops like an ancient Indian dance
This was a day that passed

inside a whirlwind

A phone call from the last century
connects to a simple “Hello?”

An intermezzo in the thick elm’s trunk
makes the oil lamp blaze like a bonfire
Atop a mattress

among an armful of hair

a beautiful woman tosses and turns

In her mind she kisses the voice

In her mind she sees the daybreak

The man on the phone

with his powers of invention

describes

the march

of an army of ghosts

A phone call makes the heart tremble

A fistful of white wool thrown on the fire

She intends to see the dance
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Darning her socks
she will await her call forever

And the witch cat of legend
jangles a ring of keys

October 1993, Beijing

Translated by Joshua L. Freeman
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The Distance

We can't defy the singing of the cicadas.
Behind the convex glass

the hospital building, the distance;
nurses’ distorted faces

watch our cartoonish party.

Downing cold water and liquor

we open the window and, half-naked,

speak sneeringly of

life, nation, girls.

Cicada song keeps bursting in

and wrecking crucial parts of our discussion.

They think up some excuse to ditch me
and leave me here alone.
The romantic tableau
of empty bottles
makes me feel
I’m in a Turkish bath.
I lock the door:
Time to go to work!

I feel like doing somersaults.
I feel like killing myself.

June 1994, Beijing

Translated by Joshua L. Freeman
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Summer Is a Conspiracy

1

Covered in sweat, I’m reading Annie Sexton,

dust drifts down from the sky to chase the air,

becomes numberless city birds, flies toward the train station.
The wind

scatters its spit,

spreading microbes in all directions.

But you

have never really lived,

you’re no white crow,

nor are you red grass.

I don’t believe my intuition,

it’s like the old woman said yesterday in the subway:
—Liar.

Terror is all we have in common,

often we hear together its pig iron voice,
like tea it seeps into the marrow

and hardens.

I’m watching the trembling of a mountain,
I’m sensing the need to think up titles,
I’m watching an ocean hover in a sparrow’s nest.

You’re a frightening force dragging me back to reality,
a doll run over by a car,

you’re authentic like shit, like art.
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2

The summer season, it’s a conspiracy

the land my father, limping along in elastic memories,
fled to when chased from home,

a muddy bed.

It rained yesterday, you don’t know,

its pitiful voice still rings in the tree trunks,

I must join myself to all the bugs and beetles:
when doubt vanishes suddenly

only they

only they can give me the strength to ruin myself.

I remember so well the marijuana sold in lumps
by Héytgah Mosque in Kashgar,

it is my worthless childhood.

I recalled a hand today

a hand thrust from a train window,

to lock it in my memory I paid an awful price.
For it

had foresaken its right to putrefy.

The true void surrounding me brings death’s delight,
slowly entering my throat, it flows toward the bottom of
my stomach.
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3

I’ve learned the hatred the sexually inadequate
have for bedroom slippers.

The effects of a procaine injection I got

for a toothache at the age of fourteen

are with me still,

on a hopeless afternoon.

But I can go back, I can go back to you!

Apart from the fetid puddle at Dongkowruk

what else gives me hope?

I smell mud.

I too have never really lived,

the cold darkness when the lights go out
furtive masturbation

a nation turned into a drunkard

come to attack me.

Esqer looks at me:

“Well done, you old rogue!” he shouts.
However,

I didn’t make the rules.

That’s my trump card.

I am reading, I am covered in sweat,
ghosts’ images extract the color of clear skin,
it is a great light reflector held before my eyes.

July 1994, Beijing

Translated by Joshua L. Freeman
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Sunday
For Perhat Tursun

In the next room

Raziye is doing the laundry

The splish-splash sound of the water
breaks through the wall between us
Standing in water, I dreamed of you:
neither human nor animal,

a strange creature.

July 1994, Beijing

Translated by Joshua. L. Freeman
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Journey to the South

"1 have left,
my body is all damp traces.
If the wind gusts and desires are stripped bare,

the people of distant towns will know the suffering of
thought.

Rows of defeated villages,
rows of cities that have given up hope,
become ever denser.

Boundless sky.

Boundless land.

I doze off.

Oases fade into each other.

The pale black road flows into an idea

and leaves the sunlight of a whole age lonely.

Man kills man,
man is killed.
But, the South is not like that,

with a dim face she receives her guests
and then sees them off.

July 1995, Beijing — Kashgar

Translated by Joshua L. Freeman
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A Common Crime

* Under a walnut tree

A female magpie preens her wings.

I am walking in the grass,

Since I had experienced the rust of copper
I wanted to find a wanderer’s vengeance.

Though

We are still very young, healthy,
But

We hope to keep our vow,
Retreating like a sea wave

Into the painful womb of a tree,
Into the real cradle of death.

The bark completely stripped -

The walnut tree is going into hibernation.
But, it doesn’t want to frighten the magpie.
I return to my native home,

Taking my hat made of light.

The wandering life -

Means revealing your own evil intentions.

I return to my native home.

Guilty kids throw stones at a secluded spot,
Attacking without any anxiety!

I'make a complex malleable liquid

By squeezing a delicate leaf in my palm.
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A black line becomes a pleasant joke.
I wash the wings of the magpie with
My fanciful imagination.

Vengeance —

Means enduring for a moment.

We are still very young,
Even younger than we think.

October 1994, Beijing

~ Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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Abdurehim -

1

In our hot South

There is a half-ellipse-shaped gleam in the eye

It is kissing, it is a line, it is standing upright

There is a heart which worships the posture of a whore
There is an absolute time that doesn’t belong to any age
There is a repulsive love torturing us constantly

You search for space from morning till night
You search for the night market, go to a deception
You find a half-naked Han painter, ordinary love

You become concrete over there, move towards the analytical
You cross the main road

You leave yourself in order not to hurt others
You imagine the past of the landscape

In a delicate night

You stare with rapt attention into a blind alley
Disoriented, you return to your childhood

2

In those times

Your mother was a very clever woman
Just like a mosquito or a wisp of air

She always told you: you came out of my mouth
At the time you didn’t know this was wrong

That this wrong would become a rock on the Day of Resurrection
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You were curious, horrified and self-denigrating

You were only thinking that if you killed a great amount of ants
Afterwards, you would tell everyone you met

The stars had slaughtered each other

3

You often smoked in the restroom

Enjoying the pleasure of relieving yourself

In your heart: we can almost catch up with time

We can almost catch its tail

We are almost done, you thought

But you modified your name quite a few times

As if it was your strange name

Which accounted for every one of your failures
“Hawderiyim, Hapdderiyim, Abderiyim,

Abdureyim, Abdurihim, Abdurehim”

Sometimes you thought: do names really come from Heaven?
That damn sickness of linguistic mutation would start to take over
In a craze you would say:

The sky is full of dead sparrows

The sky is full of dead sparrows

4

Sometimes, in your dreams

Perhaps you saw your mother naked

Perhaps you saw unfamiliar frightening places, steep cliffs
You concluded: the girls are desperate

Our ethnos will be altered
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You were not sickened, just like a beast

Alertly, you felt a bird’s turd drop on your shoulder
Which made your hair turn red

The inexplicable meanings of colors

Stunned you like stiff alcohol

I think, you are ruminating on cholera and fruit
Feeding on your pathetic resentment

As if you were feeding lice with your warm body

5

Suddenly you wanted to see your own face
You talked to yourself

You became foolish, sank into the deep

Shaving your beard with all your strength
You approached the horror

Inside the whirlwind which carries away the sound
The North is frozen
Abdurehim
Hey, my best friend!
January 1994, Beijing

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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A Fairy Tale

Even now

The places to which you had traveled
Still exist in a horrifying way,

But it doesn’t cast a shadow in front of you.
Irregular nights, abnormal days.

The migration of the high chariots
Sinks into the deserts.
“The speed which caressed you
Entered a valley

Where the footprints were fossilized.
When you look at the bare chests,
You veneratemen;

When you close your eyes,

You fall in love with balmy places.

A moment of clarity burst from your heart
Song and music, mountain and valley,
Man and God, your heart is broken.
Sedimented tears

Mound up in smooth dunes.

The firm gallows of a dark night
Gradually rising out of this,

They revel under the sunlight.
Meanwhile, a dandelion

Still grows east of Khotan.

After a dangerous trip

Just like before
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You still climb the meaningless peaks of the Heavenly Mountains,
There are countless celestial bodies.

Perhaps every one of their ideas
Completely the same as yours.

June 1995, Beijing — Uriimchi

Translation by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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The Tale of Two People

I am completely enlightened. The boring sound of music.

Muscle detached from bone in its encounter with dead water

Laughable pearls, rice, a tooth that was swallowed and

The elements of wisdom — fruit, pain, everything is there,

It’s enough to make the Tarim’s stomach rot!

There is a legless decaying log on the water, its one hand

Fills your eye sockets with bird eggs.

Under the June sunlight, the edge of the faith you and I waited for

Slowly, slowly fragments.

Barren mountains point at the oases crippled by this idea:

“Go, go, imitate others!” they say.

Hey, Zohre, you who was destined to be mine, give me a kiss!

The meaning of fiction alleviates the heavy burden of your
imagination,

You must know the color of the wind, countless spears and

The infinite pains of Satan are mine,

because, I am —Tahir!

Here, a pot of milk is boiling in front of me.

A drunk gave a wooden chest to me.

I floated on a foreign river for eight whole years!

But, a thousand years have passed, and I still haven’t seen you.

Someone told me: find her, bite her lips cutting them off

The moon emits a sharp green haze from behind me,

It will never quit, just like my dream predicted.

Korla is a miserable city, a damp city, rolling along,
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I move around it stealthily.

There is a tiny Qur’an in my pocket,

‘What fantastic behavior, eh! I’m not afraid to live,
Yet, still such a coward: I stammer before I curse.

1 know, Zohre, in any case you need someone to love.
Now I’m stone drunk, standing barefoot,

The shamans have come back, they call their djinns to treat
my sickness,
This is only just the life-style of ancient people.
October 1995, Uriimchi

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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The Stone Mirror

I saw you looking in the stone mirror before,
dripping water, your idea was so close to me then.
Today you tasted the winter wind, a bitter taste.
The same depression, the same downcast features.
Two drops of the black night, your eyes!
Where did you find the stone mirror? In a bygone age,
or in your dream?
In those times all hearts were sand, were wind,
and they had a black smell that wouldn’t fade.
Now, clouds crowd into the bottom of your ear, you can’t hear,
you feel the mournful cold, you slowly lift your head,
loneliness follows loneliness, as sunlight sinks into sunlight.
Tell me, can I kiss you with frozen lips?
Tell me, will the sun that lights the stone mirror swallow us?
Goodbye my dearest, flee, get far from here!
But a tree will not defy the land.
Here it’s still winter, the trees haven’t yet grown leaves.
A handful of pale gold soul in my palm, in my fingers.
The spring season is my resolve.
Time is still long, like time itself.
Oh my dearest, tell me now: which one of us should die first?

November 1995, Uriimchi

Translated by Joshua L. Freeman
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Wall

At daybreak cold air brushed my face,
dawn's bitter smell is closing in.

The stars above me are small and high,
I stand wrapped in a coat of sheepskin.

The cold of Kashgar is nothing new,

nature is strange like my heart, and black as jet.
Up on a high wall I wrote these words:

My freedom—to remember, and to forget.

Last night’s boiled water must be frozen by now,
the bark on the trees has probably split.

Rag shoes on my feet, a fur hat on my head,

my mood sours, I look around me a bit.

The sun will rise again from the tips of the trees,
in the east, in the mountains, still no dim light in view.
The wake-up horn will be sounded now,

Rizwan'giil, at that moment I thought of you.

February 1998, Kashgar

Translated by Joshua L. Freeman
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Returning to Kashgar

Watching the mysterious unknown figure of Kashgar

I shudder in dread of glorious nights.

Girls that have married, friends that have died, a dry spring.

Eyes are a pinch of earth that has vanished from the land:

a television, some cheap tobacco, a dirty sock, the original of
a translation. ?

The green bridge and the greengrocer market are dim in my
memory,

Llie stretched out like a boneless animal,

my stomach is hungry, my face is dark, my heart is empty!

But in far Uriimchi someone chews an icy stone,

her eyes, her face are damp; sin before her, and God behind.

Clear steam rises from sugared cornmeal gruel,

sparrows step slowly along the power lines,

in the low sky a frightening heaviness.

Dejected elders, wayward youths, eager children,

in just three years all have grown old and ugly.

Kashgar is the moment between eyebrow and eyelash,

paper stuck to the face of the sun, eternal black ink,

a festering old wound, pathetic love.

But you

balled up wind and threw it at the sky,
then you looked at me,

rain drips from a coin-sized hole in our thoughts.

March 1998, Kashgar

Translated by Joshua L. Freeman
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Uriimchi

A city.
Inside the dead ice
Its significance removed

By a cold wind that remains from long ago.
Soaked to the bone

A reflection of stars on the water;
I saw sobbing in broad daylight
Where steam rose from underground.

A city—

A repeated, chaotic story,
But, I do not exist in it.
Even

On a sunny day long years ago,

When a frail girl disappeared from this city,
Fearing love,

She never wanted to understand
The Uyghur words “I love you!”

A city,

As exhausted as I am;
A city,

Which abandoned the spring and autumn;
A city,
Fading away in the fog.

March 2007, Uriimchi

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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Then I Knew

1

In an exhausted morning

In the city I dreamed I saw a mountain on fire

An illusion again dripped from my skinny face

Laughable tales flashed before my eyes

With my hands accustomed to falseness I caught the red lips

Covering my starry eyes, I suddenly burst into tears
Then I knew

Maybe, God was transformed into salt in my heart
The bed is hard, painful and worn
I saw on the ceiling: mist waking from a girl’s arms

2

I know

You are an exile in a distant place

A beautiful maiden from the past

In the long Uriimchi winter, would you like to lie with me?
There is a corn bread smell on your body, would you like to die
Without braiding your long hair, without kissing your lover?
You stared at me with eyes pierced by stars

I know

You don’t want to feel pain, you fear death, nonetheless
You want to die

You always pray for an easy death:
Shouldn’t you die while praying!?
Shouldn’t you die while sleeping with me!?
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Just like that student who died peacefully in the dawn
After she finished kneading the dough for breakfast

3

A girl who studied at the Kashgar teacher’s school in 1947
Passed away recently

Except for her relatives she couldn’t remember anyone

She had an unfinished love story

Suddenly I think: imagine if I had lived in those years

There must have been some novelty and excitement every day

Every day there were life and death struggles,
Casualties and love!

I know

That history is so close to us, living with us

I know

The heavy burden of friendship, the disease of love
The absurdness of parents, the weakness of children
The dirtiness of age, the stupidity of youth

The falseness of men, the painfulness of women
I know

The absolute truth is in all these memories!

4

On a morning just like that

A dervish, who had wrapped red, yellow, blue and green cloths
Around his waist, comes to an Eid celebration

His eyes are blurry, his body is dirty, he looks ugly

But he is powerful, his remarks are mythic
His behavior is mysterious

His palms would reach out to me:
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“True friend of Allah!”

What would I say? What do I have to give him?
Would I follow him into the wilderness?
Shrines, bazaars, mountains, gardens?

Would I give myself over to the snakes, scorpions, lice, fleas?
What would I do?

Would I think for this world or the next?
I know

We will all definitely die!

5

I know

It is said that

On the day of judgement the rocks will become valuable
Passing from hand to hand without ever touching the ground
On the day of judgement the world will be on fire

Forty men will find refuge in the shade under a licorice bush
In the resurrection,

The Antichrist will ride on a donkey
Singing the most mournful songs
And only our fingernail trimmings will save our lives

6

I know ;

My aunt Ayshem Abduwahit once said:

“God will untie the knot which he himself has tied”

May 2008, Uriimchi

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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The Sickness

“My heart is with you all”
From the Uyghur Shamanic ballad “Azayim”

1
People, who slept without taking off their clothes
People, who poured the dangerous ashes on the pathway

People, who wrote poems on the sand by scribbling with
their feet

People, who differentiate yellow from red
People, who had breakfast without washing their faces

People, who couldn’t tear themselves away from loving God
at dusk

Death just passed by you, did you see it?

Once I lived in a time without punctuation marks

T'used my own saliva to clean off the brown spots on the paper
How soft was the lovely smell of that old paper

and struggling black ink!

But, I felt grief for these sentences without punctuation marks
About King Babur and the others

(Who were in a drunken craze for the throne)

Here today

I tightly bound my broken hand with a white bandage

and didn’t feel pain

Looking at the picture in my right hand

reading Chinese words on the back of it

May I tell this to the lady
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who was sitting peacefully

on a rock by the roadside

(The sunshine was shining on her neck

The rock under her wasn't very hard but, rather, firm)

I tried very hard to see you all
My veins were swollen, my eyes were tired
But, are you fed up with my illness.

2

A seven-year-old kid

A kid who ate the wild swallowwort bud

Akid who ate the honey on the desert date leaf
A kid who ate the white corn stalk

Akid who ate the wild licorice roots

Carrying a half-kilo of goat's meat wrapped
in a handkerchief

His nose bleeding
Whose son is this? Do you know?

Like a piece of the sky lifted away by the sunshine
You are gathered having not seen me
What will you be

What will you become

What will I give up

What will I stroke

What will I show you all

I stopped the wind which passed by you:

“Hey wind, you are the mother of my eyeball
I feel fear of you
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Now, can you tell me this: what sort of thing is poison?
Will my hands shiver if I touch it?
Will a person die if he takes a sip?”

Pointing my feet toward you all

I slept in my clothes on my stomach
I found the darkness in my dreams
It embraced me

Winding around my neck

Crawling through my armpits
Through my lap

and into my life line

As if I were biting a Chinese bellflower
While running crazily on the thorns
Enjoying the profound silent horror
I opened my mouth wide!

3

Rays upon rays of light
Handfuls upon handfuls of water
Fistfuls upon fistfuls of soil
Pulses upon pulses of pain
Trickles upon trickles of life

Hey you all, my heart was always with you, did you feel it?

To this side of the infinite line

I, the one who wanted to be myself, came again
Like a knife pulled out of the darkness

All of you slipped out of my arms
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I make secret signs to you all

I mention your names every morning
Weaving a golden net with my breath
And then

Show my congealed footprints on the stairs to all of you

January 2009, Uriimchi

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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The Infinite

I search for meaning through words

Wake up from a nightmare in which I had become speechless
Accustomed to speaking fast and

Afraid of having wings on my back

Seeing girls who liked to eat sparrow kabobs

In a night market in Khotan

I believed that the sky was a great dome

I am a circumcised Muslim

Who likens the Tarim Basin

To a woman’s womb and then begins to doubt this metaphor
I am a citizen, who up to the age of

45 has never left this country

The word “border” feels like “death” to me

And strangely cheers me up

Maybe I am a shaman left over from an ancient time
Whose disciples have already died

Whose djinns have already disappeared

There might be some miracles concealed in my soul

I am a turd, a turd in the hands of a Kazakh fortune teller
Who feels he determines the fate of others

I am a crooked line in circular shapes

I am in the age rings of an old tree

I am in the light rings of the dusk

I am in the creases of a slave’s fingers
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I am a poet who writes poems with these kinds of words

Maybe my wife will complain if she reads this

Maybe my friends will refer to me as one
who has caught an incurable disease

But I am still as peaceful as a stray dog

Because in this restless peaceful heart

There is an infinity of things which cannot be explained
through words

February, 2015, Uriimchi

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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City Night

From the airport, train station and bus station

Countless people are emerging

Crazily they throw themselves at the city

Seeping with anger into the ground like splattered, dirty water
But I enter its night, walking

Glimmering in front of my eyes

Stubborn streets, angry cars, humpbacked buildings
glaring lamps, immoral roads, lonely trash
beautiful dungeons, naked concrete

I have come again, I often come

Yet it is as if I have never come here before

The prowess of the city and gift of the night

To become a black cat and a white goat

Crossing in front of me on and on

This is all I can do:

The mountain and I hold the two hands of the city
And pull it in opposite directions

Actually

I am not interested in anything about this city
1 don’t even think of it as a proper place to die
It is just that its night is crazy about me
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Out of pity I stroke its head and look into its shifty eyes
Grasp its hand and pull it down
Wearing its fog, I lie with it

In this city I am the enemy opposed to myself
February 2015, Uriimchi

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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The Ice Cream Man Sawutjan

A cool breeze stirred in the firm city’s familiar streets

Sexual desire and the other stirrings completely forgotten
in the cool season

Many people thought the leaf of a gaudy ﬂower along the
roadside

Was a bird made of iron and whistled

Due to the fact that nobody could even think of water and ice
now

There were no kids who had not yet grown old enough to
experience pain

In a place where no lustful, desire-quenching girls

Would gather

I came across Sawutjan the ice cream man

A weak, indecisive door

An insulted bunk bed

A dilapidated table which took a chance at its own fate
A half-opened window which was always hungry

A stool which was desperate

A lily-white ceiling whose siblings were stupidly slaughtered
Appeared in front of my eyes

It was in a collective student dorm room that

I first met Sawutjan

I thought

He wrote poems out of envy of others

He took a master in order to learn a skill

He tried to do research about some figure
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He partnered with someone as a cook
He was hired by someone as an editor

Who could believe, that with the dawn Sawutjan would
make ice cream

The nakedness of his appearance

The pain of his illness

The child he had with his wife

The loans he got from others

The way he doted on his wife

The vomit of his drunkenness

The way he beat his child

The way he danced

The anger of his crying

And his many other issues

I didn’t see them

Existing itself is a miracle

If it was rational it wouldn't be a miracle
So

We are a miracle

March 2015, Uriimchi

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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Faraway Risalet

Faraway Risalet

without using her strong fingers

counts the distance

to Uriimchi

she figures it might be 1200 kilometers
And she starts to worry

as she thinks of

how to squeeze into the cot on the bus

the way her glasses will pinch if she lies sideways
how to pass the time

what to eat on the road

what to daydream about

To soothe herself

She says, I make this long journey for love
She says, The desert is so beautiful

She says, I am not alone

She says, People here respect me

But when no one is looking she cries

Now,

She must enjoy long journeys

She must learn to take deep breaths

She must scatter like the sand, harden like a rock

She must flower like a thorn bush, yellow like a poplar

She must not fear the wide open land
She must not tire of the sunlight
She must not run from the wind
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Like a lizard that never loses its way
or perhaps

like a camel that’s just been broken in
faraway Risalet

March 2015, Uriimchi

Translated by Joshua L. Freeman
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Road

1

Let there be a man who lived through the winter
Let him fill his inner pocket with rain

and find a farmer

sowing his fields with wind seeds

and let him say to the farmer: “Here [ am.”

On his return let him seek cotton at seven houses
and show it to me pressed between his fingers

2

Let there be an angel heading to breakfast
Let there be a blue package in his hand
Let him send the package to me express
From it let a talking bird emerge

and say to me: “Here I am.”

Let the angel return home

to braid a cotton wick for his oil lamp

3

In the distant wilderness let there be a tree

growing there just for me

with no one else taking notice

Let its trunk be iron, its leaves silver, its fruits golden
I will fill my inner pocket with wind seeds

and find the tree

and say to it: “Here I am.”

On my return
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let me see a farmer

sitting by a window, beneath an oil lamp

drowsing, dreaming of a talking bird
March 2015, Uriimchi

Translated by Joshua L. Freeman
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Before Noon

A naked-breasted apricot tree was blossoming on the roof
While the disenchanted air was stealthily shifting about.

At the junction where heat meets cold,

A woman who was learning to drive

Bypassed a gravel pile of horror.

This was a time when every person feared the cold.
Surprised by the strangeness of the sound

An electric pole leaned, and then leaned some more.

On the road a phantom, his body detached from his shadow,
Unable to figure out what to do

Neglected the nubile apricot blossoms.

Afraid of being hurt by the electric lines breaking,
Wounding his fragile body,

He went faster and faster. :

In the distance, a lifeless mountain was clamping its eyes shut,
Pursing its lips and blowing at the dust.

The phantom finally saw this tableau and thought:

Didn’t they say the mountain was a stake nailed to the earth?!
Didn’t they say the mountain was a dike against the pain?!
Just then,

The phantom regretted being ordinary.

Many people used to love him, cherish him

They said, what would we do without you.

But he was rather dubious about this,

He couldn’t ascertain how significant he really was,

He had glimpsed the gravel piles of Plato’s ideas.

He had realized, and then realized more, that,

He should escape from himself

(Just like taking off his fake leather jacket)
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He should go someplace where he doesn’t c);ist

(Just like clean water defusing in viscous blood).
After a while,

The woman who was learning to drive
Went away

Up the dangerous mountain road.
Nothing happened on the roof.
April 2015, Turpan

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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Memory

Two hours of death relinquished. The smell.

A handsome man as if cut from cardboard
Smiled at me.

“During those unforgettable wars,
Handsome soldiers talked nonsense, unable to sleep,
Dreaming of djinns as small as their thumbs.

The color of blood. The smell of urine. The wounds.
The edge of the heat. The sting of the cold. The holes in the bodies.
The arms of death. An addiction to horror. I leaped through all of them.

I never saw Hezir,!
In order to know where I was in time,
I often fought to tear open my eyes and look around.”

A rope excited him,
Bright white, firm, true, beautiful!
It always stayed where it had been — the vestiges of failure.

The minute was bright green and inevitable
Over in sixty seconds, without fail,
It was as furious as the God of a suicide.

God’s virus in a soul
And its courier’s prayer.
This monstrosity remained for seventy years.

! In Uyghur Islamic tradition Hezir is a prophet who will remain alive until the Day

of Judgment. At times he appears to lucky Muslims helping them to receive
blessings and wealth.
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Like the brain of a soldier who survived a war.
Like the smell of floorboards.
Like diligent work that went nowhere.

April 2015, Uriimchi

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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Gulsay Cemetery

When the high rays
Passed over the mourn,
On a street beyond which a distant mountain could be seen

A man with a white cloth in his hand
Brushed passed me.

In a housing area where sheep-eyed, snot-nosed children
were born
Chess had been played by a foolish old man until he wearied of it

Just like the way its pieces had been taken away he had
grown old.

A razor blade in the stomach,
A heart stent,

A raping car,

A watch facing death,

A handwoven cloth,

A plastic pitcher for ablutions,
Many things were here with us!

The splendor of the steel handle still remained.

Stupid birds in the deepening darkness,

Flying through this community in the middle of the night
Pecking at the rice which was offered during sacrifices.

bl

My toes are cold,
Like a pregnant woman with a backache;
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A cloud which pursues perfection
Wants to throw seven shovelfuls of shadow over me. *

1 know some verses by heart,
But, due to the fact that I fear foreign languages,
I hesitate, embarrassed and stay silent.

Did the corpses forget me?
It has really been a while since I visited the Gulsay Cemetery.

April 2015, Uriimchi

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip

! When Uyghurs bury someone, close relatives are the first to throw seven
shovelfuls of soil over the body.
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Being Anesthetized

You have a problem, we will treat you, they said
I stayed calm, like a lamb

It had been confirmed again that there was trouble in my life

All of them were there

Microbes, Viruses, Bacteria, Mycoplasma, Parasites
They paid in advance

Then walked around

They sat, they stood

Waited in the long lines patiently

They bared and exposed parts of their bodies

They told their problems excitedly

Nothing was more important than waiting for the results
A cup of urine was the life of a girl over there

An old man over here was moaning and gauging Heaven
That little kid was being held down by his parents

Sitting on a chair in the corridor over there

A man was amusing himself by smashing his life against his
soul '

A woman over there was looking carefully at a paper in her
hand

As if she could locate her illness on it

The lamentations of samples
Exposing their nature
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The heartbreaking sentiments of the beeps coming from vital
monitors

The color of prescriptions

Like secret codes which were being written by deformed fingers
The hopeful love of

Drugs mustered and ready to distribute in the pharmacy
Were pressing down on my shoulders

Just then, they called me

It meant I was going to be anesthetized
You are going to sleep calmly

We are going to cut away three hours of your life, they said
I said okay ;

As mild as a lamb
But, it was clear to me that

They would not touch any parts of my body which were a
problem

April 2015, Uriimchi

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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A Traffic Accident

Like an imagination inscribed in a palm
On the freeway

A driver wearing cheap black sunglasses
Dragged a dozen lives

With his two hands and feet

To their final destination

A girl who yesterday wiped away the nagging
By her absentminded mom again

An old man who pinched off

A hidden shadow

Among the thorns of a Jjujube tree

A man who thinks he’s dirt .

A woman who fears the sound of water

A thief who was going to visit his relatives
An old woman who thought

A gigantic drop of rain had fallen from the sky
Three migrant workers

As strong as wild pigs

Who were excited by the strangeness of this place
An old mason

Whose shoes were left outside last night and worn by a djinn

Suddenly
The minibus

Slammed into the truck in front of it
.Incomprehensibly, lyrically and fatally
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Like the sound of eating watermelon

A shaking flash in the eyes

An unpredictable shattering

Warm bodies and iron mixing

Human organs shocked by the whacking

Blood vessels which were cut senseless inside the muscles
Shameless blood exposed itself slowly

A response which stopped momentarily

In the end the clear death of a person

The tired young thief was sleeping so deeply
Now his dream was linked to life in another world
No fear

No pain
No nostalgia

A group of captured donkeys loaded on the bed of a truck
Passed through this peculiar scene while staring
. Their eyes shone like marbles

April 2015, Uriimchi

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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My Habitat

This place — slightly to the east of the city
A name remembered by many
Lulling them to sleep

I swear
Fish don’t know a place like this exists
The nest of the horned wind is also here

I don’t threaten anything here

Yet if my name is not connected to my father’s
I will be worth less than a stone

This neighborhood with twenty-six buildings, is where my
house is lofted

I, my wife, and my two girls
Floating like four balloons

Here
The meditating walls will never hear
The way the neighbor girl mimics a dog’s barking

Here

Like indecent viewers countless windows
Gaze steadily at the naked mysteries inside

A door with three locks which I have to open every day
A pair of red eyes which I have to close everyday

A four-room house where I put on and take off my skin
every day
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This is my habitat
I am a captive here
It is as clear as my five fingers who has captured me

April 2015, Uriimchi

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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A Piece of Istanbul

Reds and whites, they thought I was a stutterer.

1 wanted to hug them. I didn’t sniff them.

A language appeared through a disabled fortification,
It stretched all the way to the sea

And tried to taste the waves of exile.

The beaches and roads, they thought I was deaf.
So much water, if countless feet don’t tread on it,
If the steel doesn’t press down on it,

If the pain doesn’t kiss it,

It will overflow. A seagull landed on my head again.

Banners and flags, they thought I was blind.
Small bricks paved Taksim Square.
The glasses flashed thinking I wouldn’t see it.

A coin escaped from its owner. People walked on their heads.
My overeager attention was never enough!

Bazaars and streets, they thought I was handicapped.

People who said it was beautiful are far away. Cramped.
Confused girls. Cunning businessmen. Uneven.

I put the gifts up to my mouth. I didn’t see a swallow.

The street had no beginning, it doesn’t care about me either.

Towers and monuments, thought I was a cripple..
The stone threshold of Sultan Ehmet Mosque,
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Firmly hit my feet. I didn’t touch it with my hands.
Hey, you people who blame the thunderstorm for cheating,
Slowly I began to feel alienated. My loneliness reached its peak.

Like a piece of naan,
Like a piece of ice,

Like a piece of stone,
What [ felt

Was merely a piece of Istanbul.

May 2015, Istanbul

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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A Circular House

Another four of my minutes have been spent in this house
Paper, ink and colors determine my fate

Like an exaggerated love

Like an underrated hatred

Firmly closing the door

Hey you unforgettably beautiful bastards
What sort of circular house have you led me into?

The creases of the window curtains howled
Pushing the light from its chest without any malice
My eyeballs

Also hardly fit in the circular skylight
Fingernail-shaped wall

Says I will die for you

I’'m a faded lover who enjoys pain

In this circular house without Ezrail'

I pace around the worst intentions

I am like a silenced father

Leaving aside the falseness of everything else
I will hide

Only my manhood
In this house
May 2015, Uriimchi

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip

! The Islamic name for the Angel of Death.
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45 Years Old

The miraculous fountain has gone to the back of the mountain
The deserted river was dying in its own bed

I was walking while chewing gum

A road that leads to the sun

Passed by barren trees

One tree behind another

Chanting a prayer while digging through the soil with its roots
Not by my hand, but by the hand of the one who endures it!
Not by my hand, but by the hand of the one who perseveres!

May 2015, Uriimchi

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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Turpan

The most unbearable period of the day had passed

The weather became slightly cooler

When the branches of a poplar tree pricked the sun

Tore it apart reddening it

Just before rays upon rays of sunshine lit my heart

I was on the road driving my old Buick

When I came to the heart-trembling cog-like intersection
I was about to sense my fate

When a crooked man on a motorcycle in front of me
Surprised me by turning left instead of right

He might have been welder

building an iron ladder to the sky

He might have been the local healer

who treats those bitten by scorpions by spitting on them
He might have been a farmer

who grows auspicious grapes which he eats without selling
He might have been a civil servant

who dizzily lost his way in the bone-melting heat of the summer
At that moment I thought, perhaps

A woman is looking for me expectantly from a window
180 kilometers away

A woman is cursing me while crying under a tree

180 kilometers away

A woman is praying for me in Es’habul cave'

180 kilometers away

'Es’habul Cave is an important Islamic shrine in an area of Turpan called Tuyug.
153



DU 0 Y

SERN R R

Iys (SidS) py puieagles 180

jdlpanyS QW 508 3 55 (eite JLU
S 8355 (s jadd LogS 035 Ll Ll bl (Lansll e
it jU el U il s G0 (i

S oS St 3395831,0 BLE )by - )L

Slesb5 gt o - 2015

154



A woman is quickly moving farther and farther away from
me on a road

180 kilometers away

I passed that stirring intersection and

At that moment when I almost sensed my fate

Parts of the sun slipped into the darkness

June 2015, Turpan

Translated by Darren Byler and Dilmurat Mutellip
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The Past

A long while ago now

in those chipped years like a camel’s tail

in those dim months like a desert mirage

in those unchanging days blurring into each other

everyone was brought head first into this world

The golden oleaster flowers and the

copper grains of sand smelled like an upset stomach

Ugly people with no concern for their own souls

would lock winter in spring and insult it left and right

It was then that crawling water was discovered

Everyone’s left eyelid would quiver in the morning

and they’d tell each other, may God take pity on you

One who stole fruit or wives was not a thief

The world made no promises to anyone

The angel of death didn’t neglect a single elder

Men looked to women’s feet, women to men’s hands

God stayed up nights pairing off men and women who
looked like each other _

Children were born merely because men and women got
married

When children asked, When will we be grown up

Their mothers said, When the sun shines on a Thursday

When youths asked, When will we be happy

Their elders said, When a camel tail touches the earth

The sun never shone on a Thursday, a camel tail never
touched the earth

In each person’s home was an old stove
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with a flame no one dared to extinguish

In each person’s courtyard was a dark well
no one had the courage to uncover

In each person’s heart was a strange hope
no one was willing to speak aloud

It was a time like that
And it often resumes even now

June 2015, Uriimchi

Translated by Joshua L. Freeman
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