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THE MOON IN ANOTHER

TONGUE

,-::v N St S Sl S Vel S? Se? Sl St Sl S




The English Word

On the tip of my tongue
a stone
juicy and warm.

Suddenly it was born
like water in a bucket—
meaning or form?

I was sitting at the café

and stirring coffee foam,

when my father rose out of the steam,
speaking in a familiar tone.

But I could not translate it alone,
because death is easy but life
heavy as a stone.

A pair of empty shoes
flashed past my feet

at lightning speed,

but I cannot translate it.

Above me is a blue map of the world,
sometimes from heaven will fall a new word.
And when I take a look deep inside,

what I see again is the bright face of my lord.
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Outside of the Kitchen

You walk barefoot on the carpet,
your slippers two empty flowerpots
on the threshold of the kitchen,

spreading their fragrance in my thoughts.

But I never feel at ease in the kitchen,

for I am afraid of water when I drink,

for the sun pointed its gun through the window, I think,
for solitude, a lotus that I sit in as I sink.

Now my wife is a sort of tomato jam,
and I, a man who wants to taste a ripe fig
in the afternoon within this poem.

The long sentence of my body is the excess of the night,
yours, a place for a comma where forever I may write.
The bedroom suited for poetry, so murky and so quiet,
but high in the sky someone has already turned on the
light.
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A Rose Named Cockroach

When I have withdrawn my white troops into darkness
by the name of day,

When I have visited the rickety kingdom of the old table,
When I have sniffed the melancholy scent of hidden
things like a wet vagina,

When I have seen a blood orange thrown from a window
at the crowded street,

When I have found the moon crawling in the sewer on
its crimson legs,

When the rusty faucet has shouted at the polluted future
of water,

There will be a rose, perhaps many, blooming open with
the lines of my poem.

The name of this rose that you all have given me is
cockroach.

Gardener, you have blown a bud in the garden of the
cosmos and silently let it bloom,

Is it a roach or is it me?
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The Wind

Someone is whispering

in my ear,

to a lake that was given a mirror,

to a willow tree like a Sufi in a ragged green robe,
waiting for his Lover.

And then I see the wind,

at its end,
the whisperer hiding himself.

318



Jul

Ol o Fnds s g &J5S
— Llsiiees sad pmny

éJo-La-,g,j-w éj“—"E—‘.’ O8S O Ji
Lo jladss e g Taslasigdlsl

s e e ol

319



The Onion

In the oil’s song
the days burnt long.

In the oil’s song

I was chopped,

and fried,

and I cried.,

Around me is a deaf world.

A woman who dressed in white skin
said nothing,
when I touched her.

A vegetable who that is
undressing layer after layer
for shading my tear to talk too much.

I live in the sour taste of the onion,

When I looking out from wounded words

in my mother tongue.
I am a chopped onion.

No, I am not the onion
in the language of God.
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The Moon in Another Tongue

As I spelled out night,
splits of reddish moon
hung upon my tongue.

2

Smooth, round, and hot snow,
Snow is the color of your breast.
Now and then two crescent moons
rising out of the bed.

How many pages are there in the night,

that you have written with ink and light?

And a transparent sheet fallen out of your book
is morning, and I read with endless delight.
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The Man Who Spoke with the
Black Stone

Today my heart feels sad,

Within me scratches a black cat.

A country, distant and skyless,

in his loneliness the poet goes mad.

And the pallid walls look at me from every side,
seeing how I cried and soundlessly died.

Today, the man who spoke with the black stone
once again returned to stone.

Satan, wearing my brown skin,

was hiding among my stiff bones.

O, woman, you are threadbare silk,
delicate with a lovely tear.

I want to rip you in two pieces,

and like a good tailor, sew and re-wear.

I shut myself up in a star-like hole,

its windows painted with the ink of night.
My poem approaches you, o, woman reader!
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And you lick your fingers and bite

When I stop my poem, there is another poet
who has written stars all over the sky.

Then erased them out and scribbled new words:
they are sun, mountain, river, wood, magpie . . .
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The Pomegranates of Kashgar

At the entrance to history
a man built the house of the Creator,
but he himself has no home.

At the roundabout of time,

while a woman faces the sunset,

trying to mend the sky, with red threads
I listen to the cry of a muezzen
beckoning all to the evening prayer.

From the exit of the old city

a man, a true lover of God,

enters the seventh heaven.

There the sun explodes blood-red
like a pomegranate of Kashgar.
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A Horror Movie

Your scribbles in the fire
and my scriptures upon the water
have been read out by Lucifer.

A horror movie

our children were forced to watch,
at the end two stars in the loony bin
trying to perform as good parents.

I heard a shout from the sky:
“Take your mind off of it!”

Slowly, my upper body was once again a man’s
changed back from an animal’s,

and your lower half once again became a blossom
mysterious and cannibalistic.

O, praise be to God

for creating Adam

and making iron-stiff men
softer than water

with His wisdom.

330



oS §okoxiolyeb

Dol Jod ol jhy Lisgs Sl
(Soaindd G plS gy St
Olagd (2agigt ol o3

halgy shames 5158 LT,
(5nS  53l38 8
‘Ml.@)é.»jb )M‘)Lw

Lalls oy, Ll - Ll sl

4_.\5&_0)45/)3.) dioobl_v U_:J._:‘)_:l_b
ASSA_’:H_'» J}Jc.sz O.A_,J_w 65)45)3-’

05...._]3.3 L':bé_& JYL‘;L..: é-L.od.b
(B3 g sadis posls iaesls
u.&-oo.)lj ’9.._..:' wils éJo.)J}aB_'i Ls.,\.l_.j
Bl gy dotod g ((liedy (g

331



Traveler

Approaching the steps of twilight
at the exit of night.

The last star
written in blue ink
by a towering branch, the pen of trees.

I have set out to heaven
through the lines of your holy verses.
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A Poem in the Uyghur Tongue

It is drizzling in my language,

the liquid afternoon

falling in drops.

I hang out between two lines

in a word with meaning heavier than June.

Pigeons walk upon the white paper,
their feet thin and blue.

Outside this poem appears a grey blazer,
frightened words coo and all fly away.

Grammar, you are a shower I don’t like,
for I am a poet who has no umbrella.
When Allah gives the sky a clear hue,

I joyously blow my life into words, too.
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Walking Past the Beijing Planetarium

As I study the evening sky

my eyes are black stars.

And I, myself, am a celestial body
floating in this city.

Before this moment

a flock of birds flash red

behind the dark trees.

A strawberry-seller calls it sunset.

Behind a desk a cluster of angels
move in the air.

The astronomer, through his telescope,
wants to see a constellation.

But telescope can’t see anything
without a pair of eyes.

The astronomer couldn’t be astronomer.
without stars and skies.
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