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Abstract

Twelve Mugam is a brilliant exotic flower in the garden of Chinese

national culture. Its trimmer, Amannishahan, made splendid contributions to

- the enrichment and flourish of Uygur literature and music, etc. This booklet

outlines the legendary life of Amannishahan with a set of gouaches by the

late Zuma Yusuf, a member of the Xinjiang Branch of China Artists

Association and Chairman of the Artists Association of Shache County. It

will help the readers further understand the life of Amannishahan, an

outstanding musician and poet as well as a typical representative of Uygur

literature and Mugam art during the Yarkand Khanate that had Shache as its
capital.
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The villagers of Shahtata were all good at singing and dancing. Every Noruz or

excursion would be a festivity for all members of the village. People would gather

together to play various musical instruments, sing and dance.
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Amannishahan's father, Mahmut, used to serve as a court musician of the
Yarkand Khanate and then was exiled to Shahtata after an internal struggle in the
court. Just for his sake, Amannishahan's home became a pleasure cradle for those

young musicians and artists to play and sing Mugam together frequently.
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Amannishahan lost her mother in her infancy and her father Mahmut gathered
firewood to make a living. Leading a hard life, the father and daughter depended on

each other.
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‘ The impoverished life didn't wear away Mahmut's true love of Mugam art. A

lot of progressive musicians frequently came to his house to learn from each other

. and the kids of nearby villages also came here to pay respects to masters and seek
I for skills. In this strong learning atmosphere, Amannishahan studied Mugam art

. and practiced diligently too. She became mature day by day.
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To Amannishahan, Mahmut was not only a tender father but also a good
teacher. He made time in his busy life to support Amannishahan in learning to read,

write, play and sing Mugam.
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Mahmut's behavior won the affection and admiration of people but aroused the
envy and wrath of religious clergy. They purported that Mugam was evil thing that
swayed believers' piety in Salat or prayer and reviled Mahmut together. Mahmut
said indignantly, "Mugam and meshrep are as beautiful as the melodies from
paradise, is it a proper way to lull people and bring them into the darkness without

color and music?
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The unfair censure from religious clergy firmed his confidence and
determination to love Mugam and bring up his daughter. The money he got by
selling firewood was mainly spent on books or materials for his daughter's study

besides some daily necessities.
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Amannishahan was a brilliant and sensible girl. In order to relieve father's life
burden, she always did household work in her power. Regularly at daybreak, she
drove out the sheep to the meadows. Hearing her melodious singing, even the

sheep crowded around her and couldn't bear to leave her.
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One day, Amannishahan felt extraordinarily happy because her father, after
selling out the firewood, not only bought some household goods but also bought
Anthology of Nawayi Gezele (a kind of classic Uygurian double-line lyric poetry,
mostly ballads or love songs), which she expected for a long time. The father and
daughter composed melodies for the poems in the same night, played and sang

them. The soft silvern tone flied over the quiet starry night like music from heaven.
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The next day, as the father went out to work, Amannishahan carefully read

Anthology of Nawayi Gezele all by herself and recited it aloud to further perceive
the blending technique of poetry and music.
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Amannishahan was a girl fond of thinking. Whenever playing with the
playmates or neighborhood kids, she would often study and discuss different
subjects with them. Now, she was explaining the content of Anthology of Nawayi

Gezele to her intimates heartily.
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One day at noontime, a musician Abdulreym, who used to study and work
together with Mahmut in the court of the Yarkand Khanate, came to visit them.
Mahmut was very happy to see him. During the cordial conversation, Mahmut told
his old friend that he had bought Anthology of Nawayi Gezele for his daughter
Amannishahan. "How marvelous! That's the best textbook for your Amannishahan

to study Mugam!" Abdulreym said approvingly.
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At that night, Mahmut held a joyous party with a lot of villagers in his house to
welcome Abdulreym's arrival. The recreation lasted 6 hours and they didn't feel

tired at all. On the contrary, the more they played and sang, the more excited they

became.
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Abdulreym was a generalist proficient in literature, history, astronomy and
| philosophy, and he was also a relative of Kadirhan who served as the minister of
| technology, education and culture in the royal court of the Yarkand Khanate then.
He respected Mahmut's scholarship and his clinging pursuit for Mugam art. Though

Mahmut was in exile but the friendship between the two was always maintained.
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Beautiful and intellectual Amannishahan feel lucky to meet a prodigiously
talented musician like Abdulreym, so she received his edification attentively and

studied music theory and other knowledge intensively at every chance.
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The verdant open field beside Mahmut's home was an ideal ground for
Amannishahan and her friends to learn playing and singing Mugam. As long as
satar sounded, the girls would be as happy as the butterflies dancing trippingly

among flowers.
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Looking at the studious daughter who often read books by the light of a candle,

Mahmut smiled with gratification.
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The second king of the Yarkand Khanate Abdulrixit Khan was an enlightened
king who advocated ethnic unity and looked after the well being of the masses. He
was used to travel in disguise, listen to the public opinions and go out hunting. On a
sunny summer day, he crossed the Yarkand River with his attendants by boat and

came to Shahtata.
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Enjoying the picturesque blue sky, green field, purling water and charming
rurality, he felt pleasant.
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Abdulrixit Khan strolled with the cortege along the road at pleasure as if he
forgot time. All of a sudden they felt thirsty in the burning sun, but just then they

were delighted to see the vague shadow of a village in the far distance.
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They saw a peasant's yard with the door left unlocked beside the village.

"Maybe the kind people here will give us some fresh water," said Abdulrixit Khan.
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At this time, a euphonious music waved out of the yard. "How beautiful!"

Abdulrixit Khan listened in silence for a while and then knocked the door gently.
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The door was opened and a pretty young girl came out. But when she saw the
. richly dressed severe men outside the yard, she rapidly put the shawl over her face

and retreated into the yard.
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Abdulrixit Khan was shocked. He could not believe his own eyes, thinking that
he was in dream. "Allah! What a beautiful girl on earth!"
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At the very second of his astonishment, Mahmut appeared. He politely asked

where the guests came from.
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, Then Mahmut warmly invited the honored guests to his house and prepared

water himself for them to wash hands.
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Abdulrixit Khan, sitting on the kang (brick bed), looked into the room as he

wiped his hands and wondered who was the girl playing the sweet music with

’ dutar.
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Through the conversation, Abdulrixit Khan learnt that some Mullahs, Hojas
and Ishans (appellations of Islamic clergy) in the village regarded sciences, culture
and arts as the great scourges and had many grievances against the meshrep

activities in Mahmut's house.
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Abdulrixit Khan was very angry. He said to Mahmut, "Don't care about the

words and deeds of those narrow-minded stupid people, keep on loving the great

Mugam art."
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Although Mahmut didn't know that this honored guest in front of him was the
King, he was greatly encouraged with his words. He expressed that he would try
his best to bring up more apprentices who really loved Mugam and made his home

a cradle of musicians.
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Abdulreym happened to visit Mahmut then. He didn't disclose the status of the
King at his hint but held a most animated conversation with the King like two
ordinary old friends, praising the great achievement of the founder of the Khanate,
Sayyid Khan, and discussing Mugam widely spread over the Yarkand Khanate.
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Mahmut said, "Sayyid Khan is a strict and impartial king who punished those
greedy treacherous court officials, Ababakre and Begs who tyrannized over the
people. To relieve the common people's burden, he derated corvee and taxes for five
consecutive years. The incumbent king should learn a lot from his father, pay more
attention on the well-being of the masses and ignore the aspersions of the religious

fanatics." Abdulrixit Khan felt like a fish out of water on hearing these words.
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At the end, Abdulrixit Khan asked Mahmut play music and sing for him.

Mahmut modestly said, "I'm too old, let my daughter play and sing for the honored
\ guests."
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Hearing her father's call, Amannishahan came out with her friends to greet the

guests.
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} Graciously, Amannishahan and her friends sat on the ground with satars and
dutars in their hands, and then a clear and graceful song rang out:

Which garden has such a beautiful flower like you?

Attract an infatuated lark like me?

Ah, spring! You let me think of freedom and paradise!

Hundreds of paradises of mine lie in my sweetheart's arms!
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‘ At the intervals Mahmut served luscious tea and cakes to the guests from time

to time.
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The melodious singing of Amannishahan made Abdulrixit Khan lose his mind.
Looking at her graceful postures, Abdulrixit Khan felt as if Amannishahan was
walking elegantly toward him. Abdulrixit Khan realized that he had desperately
loved this beautiful strange girl.
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Involuntarily, Abdulrixit Khan sang to the music:

If your posture were like cypress, it would not have your light gait.

If your lips were like rosebuds, they could not say those touching words.
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Facing the fiery and frank love confession of Abdulrixit Khan, Amannishahan
blushed and dropped her head shyly.
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Clutching her fiercely beating bosom, Amannishahan thought, "Allah, this
strange man actually expressed his love to me in poetry. Why do I feel like a huge
stone being thrown into the placid lake in my heart? Why do I feel a sort of

uneasiness and apprehension? Would this man bring me happiness or tragedy?
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After saying good-bye to Mahmut, Abdulrixit Khan left their home
. distractingly, but his heart and soul stayed in that yard with Amannishahan.
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As a girl just arrived at puberty, Amannishahan lost her composure in the face
of the sudden love confession. The guest had gone, but his deep and smooth singing

lingered on, making her uneasy heart distracted further.
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She didn't hear what her father and friends were saying and even wasn't aware
how she left the living room and returned the inner room, as if her heart had gone

with the guest.
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To clear up the moroseness in the mind and get rid of the unpleasant shadow
Just now, Amannishahan and her friends began to play and sing again and started to
dance lively.
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Abdulrixit Khan, escorted by the attendants, was on his way back to the palace.
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Abdulrixit Khan remained silent and melancholy all the way.
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Walking along the rugged path, Abdulrixit Khan could not calm down. The
. pretty image and superior acquirement of Amannishahan floated before his eyes.
" He knew that he had fallen in love with her. He made up his mind to bring her to

the palace and marry her.
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As soon as he returned the palace, Abdulrixit Khan immediately called in
Kadirhan, his most trusted minister. He talked to Kadirhan about the beautiful girl

who loved Mugam so much and discussed with him about persuading Mahmut and

marrying Amannishahan successfully.
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Abdulrixit Khan sent his men to Mahmut's home to make his court to
Amannishahan. Mahmut understood that this was a wonderful chance for

Amannishahan to further study Mugam art, so he consented to the King's request.
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When Mahmut told Amannishahan about the message, the daughter hung her
head shyly. Mahmut said, "Dear daughter, you love Mugam, and there are many
highly skilled musicians like Kadirhan in the court, so that is a good place for you
to further your study and give full play to your abilities." Amannishahan, after
hearing this, nodded her head at last.

ki
8 E

107/






| [ERTERERENES, EERFLFNTAAENHBURF T “EIL
| FERRT? BARBE—IRENLILDRGEERR? ttELASBNH TR —B0
2N, R, L AtheE s R XEEEN A N TEIRRT BER
| ERAE! ffﬂmﬁmgz}w;wﬁ;f;ﬁa@/wﬁuaa@s? g
) [FETL ST JUL TR SRpGTRONL Ik SYURT DAY BTOSSN DL SN} ¥R FINIL SR U
3 2% SRV RN 2L LG SRURN Bt T JUSTSON B IER N SSOR PRI L POUCE SU [ JUUSN LI Ee
o g agr Lisls (lutias o3 30 MULL (353« 3logtn 1 jeljo camos S jaa¥ys J333S ons e
B Y5 s deiadd s de Kt 0l Bl e (B 5 g Iys Elo i 3 Ll
L3l @y 0§ oo Ll I (uSay oSGl ilis o8 KSEslilccslls o julowy talinoly e
csaadie jas ede

Before Amannishahan was brought to the palace, some princes and ministers
who loved to peddle gossip had already remarked, "Was the King mad or not? How
could he marry a daughter from a ragtag family? How could he have such a paltry
heart? "Yeah! Women could sing and play the musical instruments, that is a
blasphemy against Khuday!" The King was angry, "What stupid and mulish people!

Do you have the same noble and gracious heart and soul as Amannishahan?"
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Musician Abdulreym, a good friend of Amannishahan's father, wrote a letter to
her, "Good girl, please marry into the palace early, the King is a kind-hearted man.

| Let's make joint efforts, the spring of Mugam is coming!"
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Before they let Amannishahan go to the court, Abdulreym and Mahmut
enjoined her time after time: Take every chance and method to do well in
exploring, finishing, developing and expanding Mugam art and let Mugam sing the

voice of the people!
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At the day of wedding ceremony, the court of the Yarkand Khanate was

extraordinarily bustling with activities. People were all singing and dancing,

immersing in a sea of joy and happiness.
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From then on, Amannishahan became an important member of the royal
family of the Yarkand Khanate. The King, Abdulrixit Khan, petted her very much.
No matter what others slandered her, the King still gave her care and support as
usual, thus Amannishahan could devoted herself to exploring, finishing and

studying Mugam art.
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Princess Amannishahan, though a daughter of a woodman, received respect

and love from most ministers, court staff and common people due to her justness

‘ and goodness.
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Amannishahan devoted almost all her efforts and scholarship to the re-ordering

and programming of Mugam. With the help of master musician Kadirhan, she

; compiled and programmed the disheveled folk Mugam art circulating in the north
. and south of the Tianshan Mountains as well as Central Asia into Twelve Mugam,

. leaving a good name forever.
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In 1560 AD, Amannishahan died of dystocia and was buried in Altunluq at
Shache. She was only 34. Besides Twelve Mugam, she also wrote Exquisite Psalter,
Beautiful Sentiment, Consultation of Heart, etc. Twelve Mugam is praised as "a
wonder of orient musical culture”. As a gem of Chinese national culture, it was
designated by UNESCO as one of the masterpieces of the oral and
intangible heritage of humanity in November 25, 2005.
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