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Improvisation for
Three and a Half
Instruments

Chebiyat

Kurt Naxshisi (Song
of the Kurds)

Ademler Ulugh
(People are Glorious)

Shadiana
(Celebration)

Bidering (The Only
Pain)

Ushshaq

Kazakh Song
Hezhou Erling
Woy Bala (Hey Kid)

Yaru (Darling)

Hanleylun

Navo

Charigah

Abduvali
Abdurashidov,
Sirojiddin Juraev, Wu
Man

Abdulla Manjnun, Wu
Man

Sanubar Tursun,
Hesenjan Tursun, Wu
Man

Sanubar Tursun

Abdulla Majnun, Wu
Man

Sanubar Tursun,
Hesenjan Tursun

Abdulla Majnun
Wu Man

Ma Ersa, Wu Man
Hesenjan Tursun
Sanubar Tursun

Sanubar Tursun,
Hesenjan Tursun, Wu
Man

Abduvali
Abdurashidov, Wu Man

Abdulla Manjnun, Yasin
Yakup

6:48
3:57 BUY
5:31
4:05 BUY
3:41
2:24
6:56
3:59
2:40 BUY
5:26 BUY
4:16 [BUY
4:22 BUY
4:27
13:50
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Over ten million Uyghurs live in the large desert and mountain region of northwest

China now called the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, also sometimes known
as Chinese or East Turkestan. Great distances separate Xinjiang's oasis towns,
which, until the mid-twentieth century, were accessible only by arduous overland
journeys through deserts and over mountains. These harsh but beautiful land-
scapes are described repeatedly in Uyghur song lyrics.

The Uyghurs have for centuries farmed the fertile soil of the oases on the

edges of the Taklamakan desert, and traded in the goods that passed along the!

Silk Road through the towns of Kashgar and Turpan from China to the Near East

and to Europe. They trace their ancestry back to the Uyghur Turks whose steppel

kingdom flourished on China's northern borders during the eighth and ninth centus

ries. Culturally they are Central Asian, speakers of a Turkic language, and they arel

Muslims.

Stylistically Uyghur music lies somewhere between the Central Asian heartland
and the sound worlds of Mongolia and China. Central Asian listeners are apt to
dismiss Uyghur music - especially vocal music - as “sounding Chinese,” while for
the Chinese, Uyghur music is something exotic and strange. In fact, Uyghur music
is closely related to neighboring Central Asian urban traditions in many ways, from
the use of small ensembles of long-necked lutes and frame drums to the Sufi poetic

style of the lyrics. Itis more broadly allied with the wider Istamic musical world, with i

an array of musical practices linked to Islamic practices.

Uyghur music-making revolves around the meshrep (gathering or party) which
draws people together for food, music and dancing. Weddings, circumcision par-
ties and the festivals of Rozi and Qurban are also important occasions for music-

making, often by kettle drum and shawm bands (naghra-sunay) which provide rau- §

cous, celebratory outdoors music. Historically, the local rulers of the various oasis
kingdoms patronized musicians who performed the prestigious Mugam suites. The
term is derived from the Arabic magam, but the style is local, and each of the major
0ases boasts its own Mugam tradition.

The singing style is highly omamented, and the songs often employ the agsag
fimping’ rhythms which are also found in the rhythms of the Sufi zikr chants. In
terms of musical style there is considerable variation across this huge region. Each
of Xinjiang’s oasis towns has its own distinctive musical style and repertoire, rang-
ing from the sunny pentatonic modes of eastern Qumul (in Chinese: Hami) to the
darker sound of music from Kashgar, in the southwest. The distinctive swoops and
leaps of the melody in the songs of the northem lli valley lead some to dub them
‘wolf songs'. This is a far from an insult: the wolf is the totemic ancestor of the
Uyghurs.

These local distinctions have blurred over the past few decades with the intro-
duction of a Uyghur recording industry. Today the style of the northern lli valley is
the most popular across the region, and it s the family of musicians featured in this
CD, the Tursuns, who have done most to promote it in recent years.

1

, her older brother Nur Muhemmet, and younger twin brothers
Hesenjan and Husanjan, were bom into a large family (nine children in all) in the
northern town of Ghulja (in Chinese: Yining) in the lii valley. Their father was a
respected local musician, and they were raised in the strong meshrep culture of
Ghulja, performing regularly at these popular gatherings as children. They all went
on to study at the region’s Music Institutes, and joined professional arts troupes.

Sanubar and Nur Muhemmet released a series of VCDs (cheap digital video
technology) in the 1990s featuring the lli repertoire performed in new ways. The
artistry of Sanubar’s vocals and the extraordinary virtuosity of Nur Muhemmet's
instrumental playing propelled them to instant recognition.

Over the past fifteen years, Sanubar has been performing more and more
of her own compositions, rooted in the traditional style of her home region, and
performed solo accompanying herself on the dutaror supported by her brothers on
other traditional instruments. These solo albums are also very popular and widely
imitated, and they have established her reputation as the pre-eminent Uyghur fe-
male singer-songwriter and a national icon.
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